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Washington D.C., February 1, 2016

AccorHotels Signs The Code in the U.S. to
Combat Child Abuse and Trafficking

Global hospitality leader reinforces its commitment against the sexual
exploitation of children alongside ECPAT USA by signing the Code of Conduct in
the U.S. during Human Trafficking Awareness Month

AccorHotels North America, Central America and the Caribbean (NCAC) announced on Friday that
it is reinforcing its commitment against the sexual exploitation of children by joining the efforts of
ECPAT (End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography and Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes) in
the U.S. by signing the Tourism Code of Conduct (The Code.) The U.S. is the 38% country in the
AccorHotels network to sign The Code, an industry-driven initiative reinforced by UNICEF and The
World Tourism Organization (UNWTO).

“Since 2001, AccorHotels has led the fight against sexual exploitation of children in travel and tourism
alongside ECPAT International and we are proud to reaffirm our commitment to this cause by signing
the Tourism Code of Conduct in the U.S.,” said Christophe Alaux, CEO HotelServices for AccorHotels
North America, Central America and Caribbean. “Protection of children is one of our main
commitments within our Planet 21 program, our group’s CSR platform, and we are proud to announce
that more than half of our hotel network has signed The Code to date.

Michelle Guelbart, Director of Private Sector Engagement, ECPAT-USA; Christophe Alaux,
AccorHotels CEO HotelServices North America, Central America and Caribbean; Senator Amy
Klobuchar (D-MN); and Amy O’Neill Richard, Senior Advisor to the Director, Office to Monitor and
Combat Trafficking in Persons (J/TIP), State Department, signed The Code at Sofitel Washington
D.C. on January 29, 2016



http://www.accorhotels.com/
http://www.ecpat.net/
http://www.sofitel-washington-dc.com/en
http://www.sofitel-washington-dc.com/en

Additional event images can be found in the link here: http://we.tl/fezmbmIwOW

The event at Sofitel Washington D.C. was attended by senior government officials who support
ECPAT’s efforts, including Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), and Amy O’Neill Richard Senior Advisor to
the Director, Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons (J/TIP), State Department, as well
as other local leaders.

ECPAT (End Child Prostitution Child Pornography & Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes) is a
non-governmental organization and global network of civil society organizations dedicated to ending
the commercial sexual exploitation of children. The Tourism Code of Conduct was developed in 1996
in collaboration with the World Tourism Organization (UNWTQ) and the tourism sector, implemented
for the first time in 1998, and has been managed by the tourism industry since 2004. It assists with
prevention, rehabilitation and reinsertion projects for vulnerable children and/or the victims of
sexual exploitation in a number of countries. By enacting responsible policies, members of The Code
play an essential role in protecting children from the sexual exploitation that is particularly prevalent
in this industry.

"Many groups in the ECPAT network have had the pleasure of partnering with AccorHotels to protect
children from exploitation and we are pleased to see them expand their work into the United States," said
Michelle Guelbart, Director of Private Sector Engagement for ECPAT-USA. "This expansion reaffirms
AccorHotels’” commitment to The Code and will help grow the number of tourism professionals working
towards a world where no child is bought, sold, or used for sexual exploitation.”

The Tourism Code of Conduct identifies six criteria that AccorHotels undertakes to implement for
the protection of children:
1) Establishing ethical policies and procedures against sexual exploitation of children
2) Training employees in children’s rights, the prevention of sexual exploitation, and how to
report suspected cases
3) Including a clause in contracts throughout the value chain stating a common repudiation and
zero tolerance policy of sexual exploitation of children
4) Providing information to travelers on children’s rights, the prevention of sexual exploitation
of children and how to report suspected cases
5) Supporting, collaborating and engaging stakeholders in the prevention of sexual exploitation
of children
6) Reporting annually on their implementation of Code-related activities

Since 2001, AccorHotels has been fighting against sexual exploitation of children by informing and
training employees, raising awareness among customers and suppliers, developing relations with
public authorities, and facilitating the integration of minors. As of today, 38 countries where the
Group is implemented have signed the Code of Conduct with over 70,000 employees trained in
partnership with ECPAT on how to detect and respond to situations of child abuse.

To learn more about AccorHotels Group corporate social responsibility commitments, please visit
http://www.accorhotels-group.com/en/sustainable-development/the-7-pillars-of-planet-21.html.
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About AccorHotels

AccorHotels is a Group united by a shared passion for hospitality and driven by a shared promise to make
everyone Feel Welcome.

Over 180,000 women and men in 3,800 AccorHotels establishments look after thousands of guests every day in
92 countries.

AccorHotels is the world’s leading hotel operator and offers its customers, partners and employees:
its dual expertise as a hotel operator and franchisor (HotelServices) and a hotel owner and investor
(Hotellnvest);
a large portfolio of internationally renowned brands covering the full spectrum, with luxury (Sofitel,
Pullman, MGallery by Sofitel, Grand Mercure, The Sebel), midscale (Novotel, Suite Novotel, Mercure, Mama
Shelter, Adagio) economy (ibis, ibis Styles, ibis budget, adagio access and hotelF1) establishments;
a powerful marketplace and loyalty program Le Club AccorHotels
almost half a century of commitment to corporate citizenship and solidarity with the PLANET 21 program.
Accor SA shares are listed on the Euronext Paris exchange (ISIN code: FR0000120404) and traded in the USA on
the OTC marketplace (Code: ACRFY)

Follow news on Accor: Book a hotel:
http://www.twitter.com/accorhotelsnews | www.accorhotels-group.com www.accorhotels.com

About ECPAT-USA

ECPAT-USA is the leading policy organization in the United States seeking to end the commercial, sexual
exploitation of children through awareness, advocacy, policy, and legislation. ECPAT-USA is a member of the
ECPAT International network, with offices in 73 countries. For more information, visit
http://www.ecpatusa.org/code. Contact: (718) 935-9192 or info@ecpatusa.org.
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